
setty to our parishes as 
Assistant Priest. I know 
that you will make him feel 
welcome as he settles in 
here. He will not just be 
assisting me, but also avail-
able to help around the 
deanery. It is also good 
news to hear that a priest 
has arrived in Tunstall who 
will be resident there until 
a more permanent appoint-
ment is made. 

One final note: I have had 
the Sisters in Madrid make 
some new vestments in the 
four main colours as well 
as two sets of altar cloths 
for St John’s Kidsgrove. 
We have been using mainly 
quite old vestments at St 
John’s, and the altar cloths 
have also seen better days. 
Of course, these things 
cost… If anyone wants to 
make a ‘one off’ donation 
towards these new items 
then please let me know. 

Lent is passing at a tremen-
dous speed. We are al-
ready on the third full 
week, coming up to half 
way to Easter. It is a good 
opportunity to have a look 
and see how we are doing 
with Lent.  

Lent is a season of peni-
tence. We often use the 
words penitence and pen-
ance without distinguishing 
between them. We tend to 
think about Lent as being a 
season of penance. In other 
words, we think of it as a 
time for taking on an extra 
penance, such as giving up 
something. However, the 
penance without penitence 
is useless. Penitence is the 
disposition of our heart: 
being truly sorry for the 
way our lives offend God. 
We cannot make up for a 
lack of penitence by doing 
more penances. We cannot 
show our penitence with-

out taking on some pen-
ances. We need both! 

A truly penitential time 
means uniting the work of 
God in our souls to the 
things we do in our bodies 
when we take on penances. 
God works most especially 
through the sacraments. In 
the Sacrament of For-
giveness (Confession), God 
works in us to free us from 
sin, from the attachment to 
sin, and gives us strength in 
facing temptation. Lent is 
more about what God 
wants to do for us than 
what we do for God. So 
yes, do your penances, 
with attention to prayer 
and charity, but don’t for-
get the Sacrament of For-
giveness, which gives 
God’s grace and sanctifies 
all the Lenten practices we 
take on.  

I am very pleased to wel-
come Fr Prabakhar Pami-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Braulio of Zaragoza 

590-651 
It is interesting to see how 
saints knew and influenced 
each other. St Braulio was 
taught by St Isidore, but in 
turn became his friend and 
co-worker. He was chosen 
as Bishop of Zaragoza in 
Spain in 631. His main task 
was to eradicate the Arian 
heresy, which believed 
Jesus to be less than God, 

and which continued to be 
present in Spain, even 
though the King had re-
nounced the error. He was 
also a great man of prayer, 
being found day and night 
in his Cathedral church. He 
led an austere life, and was 
especially charitable to the 
poor. He was a great 
preacher and speaker. The 
day of his death he spent 
reciting the psalms. 
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The Parishes are part of the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham: Registered Charity no. 

234216 

KEY CONTACTS 

Parish Priest 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Prabhakar Pamisetty MF 

St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 

Parish Secretary 

Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm  
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 23rd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa & Mark Foden 

Sunday 24th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Joseph Flatley 

Third Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Paul Dymnicki 

Lent    6.30pm Holy Mass Thomas & Lilian Doyle 

Monday 25th    9.30am  Holy Mass John Hodgkinson 

ANNUNCIATION OF   10.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

THE LORD  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Tuesday 26th 9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Feria of Lent   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Stations of the Cross  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Jean Smith 

Wednesday 27th   5.30pm   Stations of the Cross  

Feria of Lent  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Thursday 28th 5.30pm    Stations of the Cross  

Feria of Lent  6.00pm    Holy Mass Mary Thompson (SVP) 

Friday 29th   9.30am  Holy Mass Frank Smithson 

Feria of Lent    10.00am  Stations of the Cross  

Saturday 30th  9.00am   ALPHA  

Feria of Lent 10.30am    Holy Mass  Int Iris Sanderson 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Int John Martin 

Sunday 31st 9.00am    Holy Mass  People of the Parishes  

Fourth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Bailey & Plant families 

Lent Laetare Sunday    6.30pm Holy Mass Winifred Maughan 

   1.00pm  Wedding Service Brenda Alcock & Shannen Smith 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

solemnity of the annunciation of the lord 
On Monday, we celebrate the great feast day of the Annunciation of the Lord. On this 
day, we remember the visit of the Archangel Gabriel to Our Blessed Lady and the effect 
of his message, as Mary became the Mother of God, as the Word became flesh in her 
womb. It is interesting how this feast day—nine months to the day before Christmas—
is most often celebrated in Lent. It may seem ‘out of place’ in the penitential season 
when we prepare for Easter. But we should remember the words of Jesus: “I was born 
for this, I came into the world for this”. Jesus is the Word-made-flesh, the Son of God 
made man, so that he could die to save us. The Incarnation of the Lord has this purpose: 
to allow God the Son to become like us in all things, except sin, so that he could not 
only be one with us in our experience of weakness and temptation, but so that, offering 
that body on the Cross, he could win our salvation. Happy feast day! 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
If you need to see Fr Julian about 
anything, then come to the Open 
House session on Monday nights, 
6.30pm to 7.30pm at St Joseph’s 
Presbytery, Goldenhill. The ‘Open 
House’ is on each week for the next 
three weeks but not on 15th, 22nd, 
29th April or 6th May. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  

St John’s: Winnie Maughan & Fami-
ly; Tom & Winnie Tarpey; Angelo 
Giannasi 
St Joseph’s: Peter Morris 
English Martyrs’: Int Fr A Witt & 
parishioners 
St Patrick’s: Int FOCUS group 
If you would like to dedicate the 
sanctuary lamps at our churches 
for an intention, please see Fr Jul-
ian. Minimum donation £5. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The next 
prayer service will be at 
Maple Tree Court, 
Gloucester Road, on 
Tuesday 16th April at 
10.30am.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is on 14th April at Springbank 
at 3pm.  

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

Hospital Chaplaincy If you or a 
relative are going into hospital, 
please notify the chaplain. For the 
Royal Stoke, please call 676400, or 
contact the Parish Office. Do not 
rely on the hospital staff informing 
the chaplain that you are in hospital. 

The English Camino 
We are opening up bookings for the 
Camino in July to everyone. We will 
walk the Camino Inglés from Ferrol 

to Santiago de Compostela. The 
dates are Wednesday 3rd to Wednes-

day 10th July 2019. Cost will be 
about £400. To book see Fr Julian 

with a £100 deposit, and the balance 
two weeks before departure. All 

enquires to Fr Julian. 

Prayer Groups 
Our partnership of parishes’ prayer 
group meets in order to pray for our 

parishes and their mission to our 
area, for our families and for the in-
tentions people ask us to pray for.  

The prayer group is on Tuesday eve-
nings, every other week so the next 
one will be on the 2nd April at 8pm 
and will take place at English Mar-
tyrs’ in Biddulph. Everyone is wel-

come. IF YOU HAVE PRAYER RE-
QUESTS please put a note of your 
prayer intention in the pink box at 
the back of any of our churches. 
DON’T FORGET we also have 
Morning Prayer every Tuesday 
morning at 9.30am at St John’s 

which includes a time of prayer for 
requested intentions.  

Men’s Group 
 A group of men are doing 

‘Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible’ 
by Jeff Cavins. It’s not too late to 

join us. Our next session is on Mon-
day 8th April at St Joseph’s Gold-

enhill at 7.30pm. All men welcome! 

Marriage 

We rejoice with Shannen Smith and 
Brendan Alcock who will be married 
at St John’s Church, Kidsgrove, next 
Saturday. We wish them every bless-
ing in their lives together. 

Deaths 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of John Close. Requiem Mass for 
the repose of his soul will be offered 
at English Martyrs’ on Tuesday 9th 
April at 11am, followed by commit-
tal at Bradwell Crematorium.  

Requiescat in Pace 

Holy Week Choir We are looking 
for more singers from across our 
churches for our Holy Week choir. 
The dates for the next choir practices 
are Wednesday 10th April & 17th 
April at 7.30pm at St Joseph’s Gold-
enhill.  

faith  
formation 
community 

We are going to launch our Faith 
Formation Community this Lent. 

You are invited to be part of the jour-
ney, turning faith into a real response 
to Jesus, through the Word of God 

and friendship together. 

Have you been on Alpha and want to 
carry on and go deeper? 

Are you thinking about becoming a 
Catholic? 

Do you come to Mass every week, 
but you are looking for more? 

Then the Faith Formation Communi-
ty is for you!  

Each week we will meet together for 
a get together and a catch up over tea 
and coffee. Then there will be a time 

of catechesis, or teaching on the 
Catholic Faith through the Word of 

God. 
It will meet on Thursday evenings at 
St Joseph’s at 7pm. We are having 

two ‘pilot’ sessions on Thursday 4th 
and 11th April, and will be starting 

up with weekly meetings after Easter 
We invite you to come and join us at 
one of the pilot sessions. And don’t 

forget... 
It is for everyone! 

Stations of the Cross 
Come and join us 
for the Stations of 
the Cross during 
Lent. We will 
have the prayer of 
the Way of the 
Cross at each of 

our churches each week from now 
through the rest of the season: 
Tuesday 2.15pm St Patrick’s 
Wednesday 5.30pm St Joseph’s 
Thursday 5.30pm English Martyrs’ 
Friday 10.00am St John’s 
Stations are subject to change each 
week so please refer to the weekly 
schedule of Services for exact details. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we 
bless you 



FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£371.50, Non Gift Aid £175.23, 
Total £546.73.  Goldenhill Gift Aid 
£305.88, Non Gift Aid £158.28, 
Total £464.16.  Kidsgrove Gift Aid 
£183.00, Non Gift Aid £145.42, 
Total £328.42.   

Lenten Alms Collections There 
will be a second collection each week 
of Lent after Sunday Mass for you to 
give your Lenten Alms. The collec-
tions will be for the following chari-
table causes each week: 

31st March Number 11, Burslem 
7th April Aid to the Church in Need 
14th April Holy Places 

Last weeks collection for CAFOD 
raised £825.52. 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This weeks Draw: 1st Prize 
£20, No.27 C Leech; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.26 T Giannasi; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.122 T Madden. The quarterly 
subs are due this month. 
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The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes 
complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke this parable to them: ‘A man had two sons. The 
younger said to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to me.” So the father divided the property be-
tween them. A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered his 
money on a life of debauchery. ‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the 
pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have 
filled his belly with the husks the pigs were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and said, “How many of 
my father’s paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father and 
say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid serv-
ants.” So he left the place and went back to his father. ‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. 
He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; 
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebra-
tion, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate. ‘Now the 
elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of the 
servants he asked what it was all about. “Your brother has come” replied the servant “and your father has killed the calf we had fattened 
because he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry then and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; but he 
answered his father, “Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so 
much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property – 
he and his women – you kill the calf we had been fattening.” ‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. 
But it was only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is 
found.”’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

called to come to Harvington Hall for 
a day to reflect on and pray about 
vocation. The Diocesan shrine for the 
English Martyrs provides the context 
for considering our witness of faith. 
The day will include talks, discussion, 
Mass, prayer as well as a tour of the 
Hall. Cost is £10. For more infor-
mation go to  www.vocations.org. 
uk/events.html 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
 25th - 31st May 2019 

“Blessed are the poor, for the 
Kingdom of God is theirs” 

Once again this year His Grace the 
Archbishop is leading the Diocesan 

pilgrimage to Lourdes in the May half 
term week. If you would like to go 

on the pilgrimage, the booking forms 
and information can be downloaded 

from the diocese website 
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk and 

click on News and Events and then 
Pilgrimage. Alternatively you can 

phone the pilgrimage office on 0121 
230 6288 or email: 

admin.lourdes@rcaob.org.uk  

Job Vacancy 
St Margaret 

Ward Catholic 
Academy  

 Second in Department: Religious 
Education (full time)  

Required for September 2019  
This is an exciting opportunity to 
play an integral role in the strategic 
development of the RE department 
and the Catholic education and spir-
itual life within the Academy. It will 
also provide excellent leadership 
opportunities for the successful can-
didate in preparation for future 
roles. Potential candidates are wel-
come to visit the school by appoint-
ment. Application forms and further 
details can be obtained by contacting 
Miss E Phillips (Principal’s PA) on 
01782 883000 ext. 035  
Closing date: Monday 25 March 
(noon) 

Called to Witness On 4th May, 
young people aged 18 to 25 are being 


